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the deficit is to make sure you get more reve-
nues into the Treasury. The best way to get
more revenues in the Treasury is not raise
taxes, slowing down the economy; it's cut
taxes to create more economic growth. That'’s
how you get more money into the U.S. Treas-
ury.

And the other way is you make sure Wash-
ington doesn’t overspend, that there be fiscal
discipline. 1 got the Congress to support a
4-percent increase in discretionary spending.
That's about the size of the average house-
hold budget will increase this year. If it’s
good enough for the households in America,
it ought to be good enough for the House
of Representatives. They agreed to the budg-
et of a 4-percent increase in discretionary
spending, and now we intend to make
them—hold them to their word. There’s
going to be budget discipline in Washington.
That's how you deal with the deficit.

The main—my main focus is making sure
our citizens can find a job, and | believe it's
going to happen. See, | believe in the future
of the country in all aspects because | know
the character of our people. This country has
been through emergencies and scandals and
war and recession, and we have responded.
We're a strong country because we're full of
strong people. We've got people of character.
We've got determined people. We've got
people who understand values. We've got
people who understand service to something
greater than yourself. This is a fabulous land,
and | am so honored to be the President of
the greatest country on the face of the Earth.

Thank you for coming. Thank you for giv-
ing me a chance. May God bless. Thank you
all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:29 p.m. at Beaver
Aerospace and Defense, Inc. In his remarks, he
referred to William T. Phillips, chairman, Phillips
Service Industries, Inc.; State Attorney General
Mike Cox, State Senator Laura M. Toy, and State
Representative John Pastor of Michigan; Mayor
Jack E. Kirksey, Chief of Police Peter Kunst, and
City Council President Jack Engebretson of
Livonia; and Uday and Qusay Hussein, sons of
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq, who
were Killed July 22 by U.S. military forces in
Mosul, Irag.
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Statement on the Report of the Joint
Inquiry Into the Terrorist Attacks of
September 11, 2001

July 24, 2003

I welcome today’s release of the final re-
port of the Congressional Joint Inquiry into
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

Since September 11, 2001, my administra-
tion has transformed our Government to pur-
sue terrorists and prevent terrorist attacks.
We established the Department of Home-
land Security and carried out the most funda-
mental reorganization of the U.S. Govern-
ment in half a century. We significantly ex-
panded our foreign intelligence partnerships
with countries across the globe and estab-
lished the Terrorist Threat Integration Cen-
ter so that all threat information can be inte-
grated and analyzed in a single location. Our
law enforcement and intelligence agencies
are working together more closely than ever
and are using new tools to intercept, disrupt,
and prevent terrorist attacks.

The best way to prevent future attacks is
to hunt down the terrorists before they strike
again. America and our allies have continued
the relentless pursuit of the global terror net-
work. Many of those directly involved in or-
ganizing the September 11 attacks are con-
firmed dead or now in custody. We will not
relent until Al Qaida is completely disman-
tled.

| appreciate the hard work and careful
thought that went into today’s report. My ad-
ministration looks forward to working with
the Congress and continuing to protect the
American people.

Proclamation 7692—National
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day,
2003

July 24, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

When North Korean troops invaded South
Korea on June 25, 1950, the United States
took immediate action to defend the freedom
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of a people unjustly attacked. Leading a coa-
lition of 20 other countries, American and
South Korean troops fought to advance lib-
erty and opportunity and to overcome cruelty
and repression. More than 1.7 million Ameri-
cans faced forbidding terrain and harsh com-
bat in battles such as Pork Chop Hill, Heart-
break Ridge, the Pusan Perimeter, and the
Chosin Reservoir. Throughout the conflict,
the members of our Armed Forces dem-
onstrated extraordinary honor, skill, and
courage.

The Military Armistice Agreement of July
27, 1953, ended 3 years of bitter warfare on
the Korean Peninsula and stopped the spread
of Communism in Korea, signaling to the
world America’s resolve to stand against tyr-
anny and totalitarian regimes. Fifty years
later, our Nation remains grateful for the
bravery and sacrifice of our Korean War vet-
erans. They defended human freedom, liber-
ated the oppressed, and selflessly protected
the democratic ideals that made our Nation
strong. Their efforts reflect the honorable
and decent spirit of America. More than
34,000 of America’s service men and women
gave their lives in battle in the Korean War.
As we continue our fight to extend freedom
today, we remember and honor their sac-
rifices and those of their families.

Thanks in large measure to the veterans
of the Korean War, South Korea today stands
as a shining example of the economic and
social benefits of democracy. As we observe
the 50th anniversary of the Armistice, Amer-
ica looks forward to the day when the stability
of the Korean Peninsula is built on peaceful
reconciliation of North and South. We
pledge to work with the Republic of Korea
to further our shared values of democracy,
human rights, and free enterprise. And we
will continue to build upon the comprehen-
sive and dynamic relationship between our
two nations to promote peace and prosperity
on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast
Asia.

The Congress, by Public Law 104-19 as
amended (36 U.S.C. 127), has designated
July 27, 2003, as “National Korean War Vet-
erans Armistice Day” and has authorized and
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion in observance of this day.
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 27, 2003, as National
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day. | call
upon all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities that
honor and give thanks to our distinguished
Korean War veterans. | also ask Federal de-
partments and agencies and interested
groups, organizations, and individuals to fly
the flag of the United States at half-staff on
July 27, 2003, in memory of the Americans
who died as a result of their service in the
Korean War.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:38 a.m., July 25, 2003]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 28.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

July 24, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), | transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report, prepared by my Administration,
on the national emergency with respect to
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12947 of January 23, 1995.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 24, 2003.



